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For the National Defence.
Mayor Mitehel is not a military eritie,
a militarist, a soldier by training or a

<tatesman with jingoistic proclivities. He!

spoke only as a good citizen when at Fish-
kill eamp the other day he attacked the
delusions. the inertia, the stupor at Wash-
ington and in the public mind which have
left the country unprepared to enforce
just demands which it is compelled to
make in international crises to protect its
¢itizens who travel on the high seas or
even to defend its own territory.

The Mayor did not need any great ex-
pert knowledge to justify his assertion
that “this nation would be incapable of
defending its heritage if attacked to-day
by any first class pn%\-er." for, as he justly
said, “that fact is incontrovertible and is
admitted by all those who know our actual
condition and have the courage to speak
the truth upon this question.” The truth
is there if any on. cares to look for it and
face it. But the saddest aspect of the

<% total of only 1,600, and the Titanic sank

for the maintenance of internationa
law as a strong man armed than we can
as an argumentative champion whose
ability to back up words with deeds is
universally discounted.
]
Chicago's Horror. |
The Eastland catastrophe promises to
transcend in its hideous cost of life our
own Slocum disaster. Revised estimates of |
the dead reach 2,000, The vietims of the|
General Slocum numbered slightly over
1,000, Even the Titanic dead reached a

in midocean.

history. This time it seems to be a case
of necessity, which promises to be sym-
holie, none the less: a lack of dyes that will
drive us to what the fashion journals
deseribe as “coffee color.” It is, we under-
stand, the one dye most readily at hand in

ver into the mysteries of past fashions go
astray and mistake the introduction of
this color in 1215 (if it is really intro-
duced) for a tribute to the valor of Eng-
land’s Indian troops, the true cause is set
down here once for all. Men and women
both, we may have to wear in the near
future ecoffee-colored, snuff-colored, mud-
colored clothes, browns of all hues, even

The Eastland turned over beside her
pier in the narrow Chicago River. Words|
having failed to express a small part of the
horror of this disaster, fail equally to
lencompnss its incomprehensibility, That |
<0 many could be drowned within arm's
reach of the shore in a crowded city canal
i« simply another revelation that the most
gigantic death traps may be those most|
[completely concealed. The General Slo-
cum, burning to the water's edge in the
middle of the East River, seemed an un-|
believable happening. What, then, can|
be said of this?

A= to the cause, the most reasonable
explanation so far advanced is that which
ascribes to the excursion boat an excess
of superstructure. From Port Huron,|
Mich., where she was built in 1903, comes
the significant statement that changes m‘
accommodate more passengers were made
in her after her completion. From Cleve-|
land, her former home port, comes the
added information that on one occasion,
some years ago, when she was approach ing|
| her pier she listed to such a degree that|
she just escaped overturning, and con-
demnation proceedings were threatened or|
instituted. The charge that the life rafts|
and other equipment required by the new |
seamen's law were responsible for her lack|
of equilibrium appears true only in so far
as they may have constituted a last straw
in the burden she was never built to
CATTY.

Have we any such boats in New York|
waters?

the most uncertain ones, for we know that
coffee is an elastic term, especially abroad,
“It looks like rain,” said the English
hostess to her American guest, handing
him his matutinal cup. “Yes,"” was the
resigned reply, “but anyhow it smells
somewhat like coffee.”” Café noir, maza-
gran, café-au-lait—the nomenclature is all
ready, in the only language of fashion,
¢ven when the product is purely native.
Thus will history once more decide what
we shall wear, though in a curiously
roundabout way. And if our dyers should

| decide to revive for the designation of one to declare oursely
'of these sober brown hues the archaic ad-|
|jeetive “sad-colored,” the appropriateness |

ol the new fashion will be proved beyond
question or doubt.

Prizefighting for Suffrage.

Suffragists have penetrated to the ring-
side and neither they nor the fight fans
have recoiled shuddering from the con-
tact, Mrs. Franciz Brewer, who spoke
for the cause between houts at the St
Nichalas Rink, said she could see “nothing
objectionable” in the prizefights she wit-
nessed, and she treated with the greatest
good nature the tempest of free speech
and tobacco smoke which muffled her pe-

riods., “Jimmie” Johnston, the fight pro-|

moter, announced that he would give the
suffragists more chances to speak at his
fizhts; and even Norman Hapgood and
“Joe" Humphries parted with ¢
of mutual regard.

Can there be in this the germ of an

this country to-day. Lest some future del-

xprassinngl

THE NATION'S OPPORTUNITY

To Resist Temptation and Strike
for the Right.

'"To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Germang's reply to President wil-
son's note faces us with the great tempta-
tion. Satan has led us to the top of the high
mountain and is offering us the power and
the glory if we will but serve him. What
shall be our answer?

“(Onee to every man and nation comes the
moment to decide,

In the Strife of Truth with Falsehood, for
the good or evil side;

Some great cnuse, God's new Mensiah offer-
ing each the hloom or blight,

Parts the gouts upon the left hand, and the
sheep upon the right;

And the choiee goes by forever,
darkness and that light"

We failed to take notice of the terrible
atroeities committed in Belgium; we snid
not a word by way of protest against the
use of asphyxiating gases and burning liquids,
and we allowed the world to think that the
| barbarities practised in this war concerned
us not at all. We acted thus, seemingly,
beeause these matters were not in the bond.
Well, we are now confronted with a more per-
|sonal matter., The opportunity is given us
' vs in deed as well as in
word for the bloom and the light.

We dure not miss this opportunity. For
up to now we have, of set purpose, removeil
ourselves from the divinely cleansing fires
of this war, leaving it to individuals to purify
{hemselves in the natural springs of their
charity. Rut the nation ss & whole is still
llmhllrlll!l‘d. and this weary length of diplo-
| matie correspondence, with its pitiable ex-|
cuses, its evasive arguments and its degrad-
ing pleas about the “necessities of war,”
threatens to sterilize our native enthusiasm.
A« | go to business every morning 1 see
people scanning the “war news” with & mild
interest or with a slighting comment on the
|slowness of events. “Another yard gained,”
|they say with a shrug of the shoulders, and
|proceed to shuffle the cards for the next
rubber. We seem to be a little tired of the
| performance staged for us, as it were, in the
| gladiatorinl amphitheatres of Europe. It is
|time we girded up our loins and made ready
|t onter the arena curselves. It is time for
our souls’ sake.

For not only is our honor as a nation at
' stuke, but the souls ¢f our people are in dan-

twixt that

situation_ has heen t‘he unwiliingnesg. ‘ofl “Easily Exphined."
the public and of legislators and adnjnms- Plausible hypotheses have been ad-
trators to surrender two empty but highly | need to account for the unfortunate ac-
popular American superstitions—the one | jjonic that have lately befallen various
that war can be made impossible by de-lwsq,h of our navy. The two fires on
vices like arbitration, and the other that hoard the New York, the fires in the New
our geographical isolation protects us to|Jersey and the Alubama, the fire in the
xtent that we can afford to dis- Oklahoma, now approaching completion at
the yards of the New York Shipbuild-
ing Company; the fire in the collier Vul-
Since August 1, 1914, it has been clear can, :Ihc fire that T.hrmu_?r:ed the destroyer
that international agreements and the ma- Warrington and the mishap that nearly)
z ) 3 1 |accomplished the sinking of another de-
chinery of arbitration rs_nnot pmtectt Ly strover, the Ericsson—all these rcgrettahle!
nation unable to protect itself. Belgium's \; idents are provisionally attributed to|
fate settled that. Moreover, the vast s5cope human fallibility of one kind or another., |
and scientific efficiency of modern war but the theory of saubetage at the instance
have practically annihilated distance and of foreign agents iz dismissed as alto-
stripped us of our fancied immunity gether groundless and untenable.
through isolation. [f armies can be car- It is no wonder, considering the number
ried from Australasia, New Zealand and °f accidents reported within a few days,
Canada to the Dardanelles, they can easi- that the public, in spite of official assur-
ly be transported from Europe to the ances to the contrary, was inclined to at-|
1 . - tribute them to malice, and though there|
United States. That is nn‘w only & matter is apparently no just reason for this sus-|
of capable staff organization. picion, it cannot be said that the explana-
Nevertheless, since August 1, 1914, We 1ions now offered are by any means re-
have stood pat on our pitiful condition of | assuring.
military unpreparedness. At its last ses-|
gion Congress authorized increases in the|“ensily explained." The explanation is

naval establishment which merely carried that a seaman, after washing down the
decks, on Tuesday, failed “to turn off a|
water tap."” He apparently forgot to do

such an ¢
pense with a real army and to maintain

only a moderately developed navy.

out an existing programme and which,
even fell chort of the modest recommenda- ! 3 !
tions of the General Board of the l\'m‘.\‘.l':.““‘hm iR abaeag 00 e Hokiosd. his
Nothing whatever was done 1o rec rs::mi;'.ej|t.m‘ oversight till the following rla.\,-: The
) ; fires we have heard of lately are said for
and strengthen the army, in spite of th"gthv most part to have been “almost un-
incisive report of Secretary Garrison exX-| gyaidable.” One of those in the New York
posing its manifold and glaring deficien- | may have been due to an incandescent
cies. {lamp; the other may have been due to a
The eountry is fortunate in having at|lighted cigarette thrown carelessly in the
the head of the War Department a man midst of some inflammahle stuff,
who has rid himself of the misinfnrma-| The official gucsses at the causes in
tion, the cant and the cheap phrases whichf;f” cases are n~.:m:‘ or less =-'imilar.. One
have so long befogged the public. He soo:_:!r‘: “:'s‘.""f;m-h"' (-mfsod h}--drnpp:ng a
that our army is a shell, a skeleton, the lightod matth I the wrong plase; another

was very likely due to the defective insu-
mere shadow of what a national army _ yion of same wires—in short, carelessness,
ought to be. He has ceased to think of Jaoligence or # want of discipline is quite
our military situation in terms of the long | sufficient to account for any of the various
distant frontiersman’s era. He knows accidents. It is comforting to be assured
that if we have a serious occasion to use|that there is no reason to suspect a plot,
the army it will be short in everything [ but the explanations offered suggest some
in officers, men, rifles, artillery, ammuni- | Very mortifying reflections, |
tion, transport and commissary, in all
the subsidiary corps and in aeroplane ser-

It will have no adequate first line

History and the Fashions. !
| Several years ago, when we were
[ younger and took a more vivid interest in
and no trained reserve of any sort o .0 yatters, our tailor informed us, in!
draw upon. lanswer to our inquiry, that gray had be-

Mr. Garrison has worked earnestly and come the fashionable eolor for men's dress|
intelligently teo strengthen the army. Ilul!:!. consequence of England’s mourning for

vice,

he has had little support either in Con-|Queen Victoria. Only a few years later| cap Count Peter, killed in aetion, had among

entente of no little future significance tn-ﬂr of damnation. Is our neutrality to mean
the race? Hitherto it has seemed as if| ,.ior silence at the continual devastation of
Ifight fans and suffragists represented two | civilization that is going on in Europe? Is
reciprocally intolerant extremes in thejit to mean self-complacency in that we are

: 13 . | i ires? ls our
) ' rium.- | not sufferers in the ruin of empires

community m_aacuhmty ‘hrumlly t . M- iy 1 ioan sily out privets setety,
phant as against feminism. But when ..o o0 comfort, our private prosperity

they are introduced to each other, 88 in and our private peace? Has the United States
this case, they apparently find enough in no interest in mankind other than m business
. . |interest? Once it staked its very existence
Immmon to WDt a kAo each. oiher hf‘t for a high ideal. It eame out of that grest
ter. The fighter for suffrage and thelln- struggle, fifty vears ago, a nation so much
dependence of her sex can appreciate|ihe more finely tempered in spirit than when

AMERICA'S CASE AGAINST GERMAN SEA WARFARE.

In What Respects It Rests o

Ta the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Having followed your editorials sinee
the receipt at Washington of the last German
note, 1 am constrained once more to address
you upon the subject of the relations ba-
tween Germany and the United States, It is
dificult to treat so large a subjoct in the
proper compass of a letter, and 1 will there-
fore endeavor to eonfine myself to statements
of fact and of law, and avoid discussion as
far as possible,

There is a rule, older and of higher au-
thority than legislatures and eourts, that
“self-preservation is the first law of nature.”
This maxim is just as true of ‘nations as it
i« of individuals, Under the common law
and statute law of tifie State of New York
to-day a man may kill in the preservation of
hia life or property, and the act, which other-
wise would be murder, ix justified.

inigland sowed mines in the North Sea and
attempted tip extend the list of contraband

far heyond what has ever been considered to

be legitimate under the rules of international
law, '

Germany hegan her naval warfare with
submarines,

Englend declared a paper blockade of Ger-
many's ports and practically attempted a
hlockade of the neutral ports of all countries
whieh bounded Germany, and extended her
contraband deelaration to all foodstuffs in-
tended for Germany.

Germany hegan destroying merchant ves-
sels loaded with supplies for England which
England hnd declared to be contraband of
war, including foodstufTs,

England instructed the captains of her
merchant vensels to ram and fire upon sub-
marines whenever possible; and offered large
money prizes to the captains of vessels in
her merchant marine who were successful in
these operations, British newspapers have
published the statement that such prizes have
been paid.

Prior to Great Britain’s prize offer to the
captains of her merchant vessels German sub-
marines had appeared above the surface and
given cpportunity to passengers and ecrews
to escape; subsequent to this declaration and
after one or more of Germany's submarines
had been destroyed by merchant vessals Ger-
many began destroying vessels without pre-
vious warning.

Germany gave notice that she considered
herself justified in the destruction of any
vesse] of her enemies carrying contraband of
war

The above statements are, as [ understand
it, admitted on all sides to be facts. In sink-
ing the Lusitania Germany simply carried her
prior notice to a logical conelusion. In at-
tacking the Orduna she did the same thing.

Had Germany submitted to England's pre-
tended blockade, her food supply and per-

man's joy in combat, and the man who
honestly enjoys a serap can enter into the|
woman's desire for a weapon which will
help to safeguard her individuality.

All of which has a bearing on the
question, Will universal suffrage breed
pacifists and mollycoddles? Not if prize-
fights become popular with suffragists and
suffragists with the ringside fraternity.

~Headlina,

Vatican Watches Wilson

Watehful waiting?
i —

What with Admiral Fiske's fiying torpedo]

bort we shall be having horse marines goon

LOCUST PLAGUE IN EGYPT.

haps her munitions of war would have been
greatly curtailed and she correspondingly
crippled. It is not beyond the possibilities
that such measures, had they heen success-

it entered it that it stands now, as it stood
on the occasion of its memorable founding,
rooted in those principles of humanity which
muake for enlightenment and the rights of
man in wider commonalty combined. Now

Extend That Law.

ful, would have destroyed Germany by plac-

ing her at a disadvantage against her ene-

mies.

Until the history of the present war is
written no one will know how necessary to
Germany’s survival is the obstruction, and, if
possible, destruction of British eommerce.
It is therefors unsafe and unsound for any
individual or newspaper to assume to say
that the sinking of the Lusitanin was im-
proper; the same may he said of the acts of
England which are contrary to the hereto-
fore accepted rules of international law. The
| well established principle which permits a
' nation st war to do an act contrary to inter-
' national law when her necessities require it
(to be done logically follows the maxim that
| self-preservation is the first law of nature.
| We may protest to our heart's content with
| roference to these practices; but if the na-
tion engnged in them is being pressed suffi-
[ciently hard the practices will be continued
regaridless of previously aceepted rules of in-
ternationnl law. That thi® has been the
practice in war for all time will be conceded
by students of the history of wars,

Humanitarinn rules should be observed as
far as possible, and we are entirely right in
urging with all of our persuasive force their
ohservance as far as possible; but necessity,
which knowx no law, supersedes such rules
in time of war.

All of the above refers to the conduct of
the nations at war in reference to the method
of conducting their warfare among them-
selves. We may protest against what we con-
sider brutal, inhuman and illegal methods
and acts of belligeronte in the conduet of
their war, but that is as far as we may go.
The meothod of condueting their warfare
among themselves, improper though it may
be, can form no basis for breaking off diplo-
matic relations or declaring war on our part
against any of the nations at war. When we
have put ourselves on record as to what we
helieve should be a proper method under the
rules of international law and with due re-
gard to the rights of humanity, we have
done all that is required or that ean be ex-
pected of us,

When we consider our rights as neutrals,
however, an entirely different situation is
presented, We have a right to demand that
vessels under our register and flag, not bear-
ing contrahand, shall not be interfered with,
even though bound to the port of a belliger-
ent nation, unless that port is actually under
hlockade, and any interference with our ves-
sels under those circumstances is such a vio-
lation of our rights as neutrals as to justify
the breaking off of diplomatie relations, or
cven a deciaration of war, unless the damage
and offence is satisfactorily explained and
adjusted,

Neither the Lusitania nor the Orduna cases
present such a question. These were both
Hritish vessels. The case of the Gulflight
and one other do come under this head, and
there are several cases which are on the
border line, the ease of the William P. Frye
being ane of them. In the latter case a neu-
tral vessel was destroved, but her cargo was
contraband under the declaration already
made by Great Britain. The right of Ger-
many to destroy this cargo is unquestionable
The right to destroy the American vessel
earrying the cargo depends vpon the condi-

n the Law of Nations and in What Respects It Is Held to Transcend and

tiona of her eapture and the situation ang
| eireumstances of the eapturing vessel,

President Wilson in his first note to Gep.
many after the Lusitanin disaster demanded
hy clear inference that Germany should ceass
her submarine warfare. The second Amepi.
lean note was maore nearly in line with the
| prineiples above outlined,

The newspapera which are contending that
the administration at Washington should pe.
assume the attitude of dictating to any of the
Inations at war the manner in which they
| shall conduct their operations against saeh
other are simply inviting future embarrass
ment, both to their editors and o our goy.
|ernment, in case the ndviee in follawed
| It has always been conceded and jealously
'maintained by all nations, including our own
that the deck of n vessel in the territary ,é
the nation the flag of which the vessel fjey
How, then, can American eitizens claim ygp-
due priviliges or immunities on board a ves.
sel of a helligerent, even though that veyse]
happens to be a passenger vessel?

One point in conclusion: It hux heen eon-
tended and argued that merchant vesssly
cannot be destroyed, under the rules of jn.
ternational law, until passengers and erew
have been placed in a position of safety, ap,
at least, permitted to eseape. Whila thers
has been no substantial protest to this claim
in the American press, | know of no precs.
dent to warrant such elaim. This iz the frst
war in history in which the question of pas
sengers has seriously nrisen,

(ur Revolutionary War and the War of
1812 with Great Britain are the latest and
most important events where naval warfary
cut sufficiently large a figure to form the
basis of an international rule. At that time
paszenger trafie was negligible. Prior tp
that time the regular passage of citizens of
one country into snother by means of pas.
| senger vessels was so limited that thels
rights, though neutrals, in time of war, did
not become an issue.

I know of no specifie case where the ques.
tion has been raised or decided. 1 should ba
greatly obliged if you will cite a single eon.
trolling precedent for the claim that passen-
gers of a neutral nation on board of a bel-
ligerent vessel, who boarded the vessel know-
ing that the nation to which It belonged was
at war with another, are entitied to any priv-
ileges materially greater than thosa of nen-
combatant citizens of the belligerent natiog
on board the same ship.

If there is no such precedent, then there
is mo such rule, and the discusslon is purely
neademic and based upon what the parties
to the controversy severally may think ought
to be the rule. Under these circumatances
the porition of one nation on this subject is
legally just as strong and just as weak as
the position of another nation. The ruls is
simply in the making, and we nre contending
for what we believe it ought to be

The right of visit and search applies ta
neutral vessels, not belligerents. [t {s »
well established rule and is intended to per-
mit a belligerent war vessel to ascertain
whether ar not a neutral is carrying contra-
band to an enemy. It should not he confused
with the rules applying to the vessels of an
enemy, whether war or merchant vessels, or
whether carrying freight or passengers, or
both. ANDREW COLVIN,

New York, July 21, 1915,

HORSES REPAY KINDNESS

that thoss prineiples and rights have been
ignored and trampled under foot, are we to

| stand aside with smiling indifference? ls it
possible for any true hearted American to]

look unmoved at this tragedy of a second

e u lhoine eatidibilore b Work Better for Proper Food and

very eyes? | eannot believe it. | cannot Care.

helieve that we are so utterly dead to sll|

the impulses that make for clean hearts and|To the Editor of The Tribune.

brave souls. Sir: 1 enjoy riding about the country.
What virtue there was in our neutrality is| Perhaps the habit of ehservation for many

'now gone out of it. The vampire in Germany | years has made me very keen sighted in my

has, in this its latest reply to us, sucked the 14 age, mentally.

last drop of its life hlood and there is now Yeat;rdly f %od. & Astichital dires "of

nothing left of it but the pale corpse of ita Sokres, a0 dke Eoraitbn 1 l:b“w!d rw“, £

The case of the Ericsson, we are told, is Better Method of Dealing With|our entry inte this struggle.

Them Now than 2,000 Years Ago.
i From The Duwdee Advertiner )

The report of & locust plague in Epgspt
makes another addition to the “minor hor-
rors" of war, as Ir. A. E. Shipley styles them,
The HBible accounts are rather misleading,

since they deserihe the locust flight only,
The full grown in-|

This does little damage.
«vet has n small appetite and changes his
base of operations rapidly, The really de-
striuctive creature is the larva, similar to the
imago, but black and unable to fly. A Red
Sen swarm twenty-five years ago was estimat
cd As occupying 2,000 square miles, and its
weight was reckoned at 42,000,000 tons,
which is hard to credit.
march like an army. The HBoers speak of
their “march” and call them “voetgungers."
They devour everything they meet, even the
burk of trees and curtains and clothes in the
houses, strip the wool off sheep, and, when
other food fails, devour each other.

(ine naturally wonders what preventive
methods the Egyptians are taking. Locusts
were never successfully dealt with till 1281 in
Cyprus, previously devastated from time im-
memorial by them. Matthe I exterminated
them, and since then they have done little
harm to the island. His method was to erect
a wall of leather around the advancing hordes
with a teap trench in front
the leather, they were eaught in the trench

Ways of Petrograd Police.
{From The Thindee Adveetiser
Count Benckendorff, the Russinn Amhassa-
dor. who 15 in mourning for the Inss of his

The black larvee

I'nable to climhb|

gress or from the administration of which
he is a part. How indifferent the admin-

this same authority predicted a change 10| his predecessors in the title one wha tald e
navy blue on the occasion of the il.(‘l‘('.'i.‘u"m'r'i|r'urll‘\ll'l story of the thoroughness of the

legal form. ;
We noed not be afreid of the aouteoms oft“u'"-" good, but I saw nothing to sadden

We shall be for Me until I came upon three horses, all worked
[the right and against might and the fates|b¥ the same man. These horses had good
are always kind to the daring lover. And ourl frames, but the'frames were ton conspicuous;
action will, I feel sure, hasten the coming of they had a worried, wearied look and they
the peace for which the whole world is now certainly were not happy, as all animals have
waiting in an agony of expectation. a right to he.

1

! New York, Tuly HREEE‘J ME SATHANA. My heart sched for them.  Several vears
oS i s ago | wrote an article for The Tribune
T Farmer, “A Tale of Two Horses,” which was
or;:lre!y true, for the horses were my own,
o who never lost a day's work in twenty vears
Te-s:rh:o }.';_Ih'rnri::ﬂlh!]' Tl:‘l:ﬂl"- excent a few days when her two eolts were
crnal noises made by the!foaled by the mare of the team. Not a fork-
hucksters throughout this section of the city, ful of musty hay or a measure of musty
and no doubt through s8]l other sections, are! oa‘s or an ear of mouldy ecorn ever went to
mnst nerve riucking and certainly not eondu- their feeding: they were properly watered

clve 1o the good health of the residents and #nd groomed, and not hurried or harried.

I wish to say that no matter how carefully
horses are fed if they are hurried from the
!i;mhthp 'hllllrr\eﬂ is put on until it is taken
) 4 x off they will not laok wall, h

juggling with their b"f“"" and ice; then yol Worrving, frrltingltnzlnilltrr;y;n:r:h:r:
come the baker boys with their shrill whis- gives them indigestion; jerking and pulling
tles to drive away ennui while an their route, | their mouths makes them sore and they can-
after which the garbage men with their not chew their food properly.

“Whon!" “Gid up,” “What's de matter wid| Kindness pays in the care of all animals.
\youse? ete, to their horses, suceeeded by I da not helieve thers ever was a domestic

the scissors grinders, with their horns toot-|Animal which was treated kindly from its

: : hirth
ing: the rag men with their tingling bells,| 1 w:h“r_b’,;::ﬂ:rﬁ:'h“:;“h” coming: Tnto
the vegetable men with their excrueiating 7 x '

NE| poazesaion of a fine, well-l2ed horse which
and unintelligible yelling, followed in quick|his owner would not have parted with bhut
suceession by the berry men for afternoon

he hecame mo vicious through the treatment
ten, the eanvassers for hooks, magazines, car- he received that his owner no longer dared
|]\e‘,\, wringers, sewing machines, babies' keep him. This horse was =ix years old when
[ funds (many of the Iatter fakers), and even my father bought him, a fine roadster and
|gypey fortune tellers, followed in turn by the verr intelligent; he came to know Sunday
mud-gutter bands for afternoon concerts, and, from the other duys of the week, as for
to top it all off, the heart-rending scrapers of |manv years we drove him to church, and he
the street cleansrs on the asphalt pavements; | would of his own accord take the road lead-
in other words, a conatant racket from 3 a.|ing to the church on Sunday, while on week-
m. *a 7 p. m. Add to this the children play-|days when driven to the villuge he would
ing (more so now, owing to the vacation take the road leading to the business part of
season, but to which we have no objection),|ths town For many gears he was the family
it 1% certainly very trying on the nervous horse and the saddle horse of the daughter of
aystem, more expecially =0 where night werk. the family and proved himeelf a most loyal

Unnecessary Din.

1aXpAYers
It starts at 3 n. m. with the milkmen and
their wagons, yvelling st their horsea and

istration as & whole has been to military
needs is shown by the faet that when an
association of citizens undertook to enrol]

prince. Investigating, in the richer field
lof feminine apparel, this historic explana-
i ) tion of the seemingly arbitrary changes of
and train voluntecrs who might form aly. richions. we learned that Paris in-

reserve for the army the government took vented the bustle to express the nation's
pains to show that such a patriotic move- | indignintion at England's entry into Egypt
ment lacked official sanetion. lund its resentment of its own government's

At last, however, we hear from Wash- | refusal to share in the adventure. The
ington that plans for diminishing our mil- bustle, according to this somewhat fan-
itary unpreparedness are to receive attm—i‘“-"li" story, was meant “sarkastikul,” as
tion from the President. The tazk whirh'n_mrm!-"_ of th(f ungainly _mmcl on which
should have been accomplished last fall is‘“ olseley’s soldiers rode .:nl_u .”m desert.

: Be that as it may, certain it is that the
gning fn be approached next fall. It is FrancocRuRsian: rapprochement the: Ta-
even hinted thag the fxtra session of Con- mous visit of the French President to
gress which The Tribune has urged “or| o nstadt, suggested to Paris the vogue
purposes of preparation may soon belof the graceful Russian blouse., We know
called, | that one of the most curious stories of the

The sooner it is called the better. No|Third Empire is connected with the intro-
nation can afford to exhibit its pitiable duction of the crinoline, whose return

military weakness to the world at a time
when it is particularly exposed to friction|
with foreign nations and is trying to|
maintain rights which are challenged by

|hung over us as a threat last year; and
we may remember that now obsolete color,
with its grewsome suggestion of car-
nage, magenta red, in celebration of one
of Louis Napoleon's costly victories, Khaki

Ity the throne of George V, the sailor| Petrograd police in the early nineteenth cen-|

tury. He had lost his pockethbook, contain-
ing a eonsiderable sum, gave notice and had
the money restored to him within a duy or
two, without the pocketbook. Shortly wfter
he found that the pockethook, still containing
the original notes, was not lost, but had
slipped into the lining of his fur eoat. Natu-
rully, he nsked whenee hud come the restored
|money, He discovered that the police, rathes
than sdmit failure, had collected the money
among themselves.

Cemetery Parasites.

To the Editor of The Trilune.

Sir: May | ssk your mid in ventilating »
grievance from which apparently hundreds of
persons euffor, and suffer without knowing
specifically how to protest against and 8o rem-
edy the evil?

In a word, the meglect of endisss graves
(for the care of which specified amounts sre
annuslly paid to dishonest and shameless per-
sons, licensed by the cemetery corporations
(it would seem) to prey upon the helpless liv.
ing and dishonor the sacred dead,

The writer has just written to the corpora-
tion controlling (?) one of the best known
cemeteries requesting & prompt cancellation
of the permits under which these unscrupu-
lous persons operate; L e, in the acceptance

ors, including newspaper, telegraph, postof-
fice, railroad and men in various other ocecu-
pations, have to sleep in the daytime are lo-
enteid, not forgetting the sick,

The Board of Aldermen, Health, Police and
Street Cleaning departments should devise
some means of minimizing these conditinns, |
therchy relieving the long-suffering publie,
and | take the liberty of asking your assist-
unce in this respect. PAUL H. FREYER.

Brooklyn, July 19, 1816,

The Next Republican Convention.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Will you please inform me when and
where the National Republican Convention
will be he!'d to nominate a eandidate for
I'resident of the United States and how the
delegates of that convention will be ehosen?

D B S

Paterson, N. I, July 19, 1915, |

The Republican National Committee will
| convene next December to choose a place for
| the meeting of the next Republiean National |
| Convention. It will also issue & eall regulat-
ling the choice of delegates in accordance
Iwith the revised plan of representation
adopted in December, 1913, by the committee |
and subsequently approved by states casting |
s majority of votes in the Electoral College.

both the helligerent combinations in Eu- we got from the Spanish War, and, sgain
rope. To preserve our own self-respect staying patriotically at home for our fash-
as well as to enforce respect on others we|ions, we soon afterward introduced Alice
must develop our military resources. We blue.

can do much more for our own rights and, Thus we return to our starting peint,
interests, for the peace of the world and|the connection between colors in dress and

of contracts which are utterly disregardod|”
unless & sharp vigilance is muaintained by
those who annually pay said contracts. The
/matter comes too elose to the numberiess al-
ready saddened folk involved to justify silence|T
on the subject. » L™

New York, July 19, 1915,

Scripsit.

o the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Bully for you! L. B. FAIRFIELD.
Bristol, Conn., July 20, 1915

friend. AN OLD FARMER.
Tonia, N. Y., July 19, 1915,

A Schoolboy's Criticism.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir:  Your editorial page is, to me at
least, the most interesting part of your
paper. 1 have been reading it for seven

months, and my impression ia that you claim
it stands for “strict neutrality.”

Perhapa it iz best to say in the beginning
that | am a true American, though away back
my ancestors werse German. [ know this
makes me a harbarian, murderer, pirate and
even a maniae, especially if 1 attempt to
champion the cause of Germany. Neverthe-
less, | charge you of being unneutral, un-
just and disloyal to the American standards
which you elaim to uphold.

Not long ago you printed an editorial “On
Bastile Day.” On July 17 you printed a
letter asking for a similar editorial for Italy.
This, 1 suppose, you will do next, or will it
be one for England ar Russia? But the pub-
liec may rest nssured that it will not he for
barbaric Germany. Yet, who has the great
est economie and industrial system of to.day,
who has turned out most of the world's
groatest scientists, musicians and manufact-
ureras? “But,” vou e¢laim, “it ix not this to
which we object it is ‘militarism®" How-
ever, where would Germany be were it not
for her nemy? Do you suppose that England
would allow Germany to aﬂunee s0 far as to
hecome a rival of “Her Imperial Bulliness"?
It has been <0 since the world began;
for did not Rome destroy Carthage in 246

_——

B. C. because she was becoming too great a
rival? However, it happened that the best,
or rather the most eivilized, country waon,
and it iz to be hoped that the same will be
true in the present war.

Another thing which I consider extremely
foolish is the quality of letters which you
print, For example, this morning you printed
s most idintie, childish letter about Germany
attacking us by submarine from L. B, Fair-
field, Also the letter of Moses Lyman on
informing Germany as to when shipa leave
port, ete. Do you, yourself, really believe
this to be true? You know that the spy
system of San Marino, Balivia or Cuba, much
less one of a world power, could ascertain
such information with perfect ease. A simi-
Iar letter was printed a few days ago, Please
da not get the impression that | am “a one-
sided, pig-headed Dutchman,'” as they are
called, for you have printed some «illy, shal-
low pro-German letters also. Of course,
there may he a reason for publishing such
opinions. If there is. I would he thorouchly
grateful for the reason. Also for a eriticism
of this letter, if you eould possible spare the
time. 1 am a high school pupil.

H. ALAN VOLKMAR.

Richmond Hill, N. Y., July 20, 1915

Suffrage in Colorado.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In to-day's issue of your paper you
carry a letter from E. P. Wheeler stating that
the hysterieal women go into politics in Col-
orado and assist in making bad laws, ete.

In the first place, Mr. Wheeler must have
some very accurate information to make such
n statment, and | therefore think that he
would be rendering a great service to all of
us if he would state what these bad laws are
and the proportion of men and women voting
for them. General statements of this sort
are of little value, even when coming from
g0 well known & source as Mr., Wheeler.

Secondly, these bad laws must be largely
local affsirs, as | have before me testimony
from men of position in Boulder,
Breckenridge, Huena Vista, Canon City,
Colorado City, Del Norte, Denver, Durango,
Fort Morgan, La Juanita, Leadville, Long-
mont, Manitou, Montrose, Ouray, Rocky Ford
and Salida, and they all agree that women do
yvote in considerable numbers, that they are
not eorrupt, take an interest in public affairs
and that woman suffrage is working out sat-
i4factorily,

Mr. Wheeler does not favor equal suffrage
for men and women for the same reason that
1 am convineed he does not favor equal suf-
frage for men. It is my sincere belief after
kearing Mr. Wheeler speak and having read
his eommunications to the press that he
favors & restriction of the franchise and the
imposition upon the men who now vote of
some qualifiention that woul! tend to re-
striet the free expression of the will of the
American people. R. C. BEADLE,
Seeretary of Men's League for Woman Suf-

frage of the State of New York,

New York, July 21, 1915.

Romance Still Lives.

To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir:
June there was experienced a marked falling
off in marringes, which was thought to be
purtly due to the war. It seems to be fash-
jonable to blame things on the war now,
However, men seem to he less eager and
women are certainly more discriminating, to
their eredit he it said.

The predominance of divoree ecases is
enough to make one sit up and take notice.
These eases are more in evidence among the

wealthy, and marital unhappiness appears to|

It is said that during the month of |

BRYAN'S INSINCERITY

Still Chief Obstacle to an Under.
standing with Germany.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir:  That the words and actions of Mr
Bryan have been and =till are the chief ob-
atacle to a close and wise rapprochement he-
tween the United States and Germany [ pro-
foundly believe. For Germany will not and
cannot believe in the sincerity of our State
Department notes until they are supported
by real action. The mere fact that two of
the notes bore the signature “Bryvan’ stamped
them with insincerity. And this !mpression
that they were merely “words, llle words"
was heightened by his faithless (1f not tech-
nically treansonable), private paltering with
the Austrian Ambassador, and canfirmed by
his base appeals to “German Americans” and
others opposed to the policies of the governs
ment.

Permit me to say that it seems to me that
'our President and the Secretary of State owe
it to the country they represent in some very
Lelear and vigorous way to free their skirts
from any of the stains which mny have been
derived by long and close association with
the most shameless and dangerous man in
America.

For thaose skirts are stained: and will bo
s0 seen by all Germany until she is sure that
the trouble maker has heen explicitly and se-
verely eondemned and disowned by the ad-
ministration he sought and still seeks to de-
fent and disgrace. In letters of mine they
have heretofore seen The New York Trib-
une of May 14 and June 14 -1 ventured the
suggestions that [ still deem to b wise and
needful, .

Without repeating them now, let me say
that 1 feel that the first thing and the easfest
to do to convinee the (ierman forees of the
sincerity of the President is to eall a special
session of the Congress for ndvice, approprias
tions and whatever legislative action may be
needful.

While Germany has several times given
casus belli, I would not hastily decinre WaAF
There are many othor steps equally effees
tive without the horrors of war. Nor, if
Congress wers ealled, noed we nt once recall
Gerard and send hack Hernatorf,

So long as Germany is impressed by the
elamor and misrepresentations of Hryan, #0
long as she feels that he divides with the
President the consensua of publie feeling, 1o
long will it be helieved by the Teutonie forced
that the United States will continue to exer-
cise in dialectics and take no virile setion.

1. A just and proper official characterizas
tion of the words and actions of Hryan.

2. The Congress in specinl session,

These two “actions” are the simplest and
least harmful ways of demonstrating the
manly and patriotic sincerity of the adminis
tration.

JOSEPH CULBERTSON CLAYTON.

Brooklyn, July 19, 1315,

Should Not Employ Brimstone.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In your issue of yesterday, after ré
ferring to the great erowd nt Tent Fvangel
thia eity, you go on to state that “many noted
evangelists will wave fire and brimstone over
| the heads of the congregation during the
| rest of the summer.”
| This expression is very unreasonable, 1it:
| erally, metaphorically.

1. The tent for religious serviced i

be mainly due to the worship of gold, which adopted primarily for the coolness that 19

is in the last analysis only a bubble which expected to pervade its precinets.

when burst leads to a vast deal of unhappi-! 2, It is not the province of true aTAD"

ness. | gelists to use such methods, 1f they of 1o
But romance is not yet deand. Have just| day are at all of the same type As Bunysn

heard of the romance of n youth who, fear- evangelists their sole purpose should be t0

ing his wealth would be thé chief source of point the way to "escape from the wrath 19

uttraction, travelled incog., dressed in the
hubiliments of a struggling artist, met his
|mnte and now feels thoroughly satisfied that
he won her on his merits, and is correspond-
ingly happy.

JOHN FORSTER HARLEY, JR,
i Bar Harbor, Me, July 18, 1015

| ecome.”
3. For confirmation of the fact that im"

pending judgment is due those who do not

{heed the verses found in Acts ii, 19, 20 and

Psalms xi, 8 abundantly testify. But

[ this is beyond the sphere of the evangelist.
New York, July 20, 1915, JANL



